


NYTB’s mission is to perform intimate classic masterpieces 
and new contemporary works for adults, and innovative 
hour-long ballets for young children, all at affordable 
prices. The mission is carried out in the work of the 
professional company, The NYTB School, Between The 
Acts and The LIFT Program. Together these divisions reach 
adults and family audiences across the country building a 
love for dance and diverse audiences for the future. 

NYTB audiences know the company for its theatrical 
expressiveness, high production quality, and accessibility 
for every audience member. 

NYTB was founded in 1978 by Founding Artistic Director, 
Diana Byer, and has received national acclaim. In 2022 
Steven Melendez succeeded Ms. Byer and continues her 
legacy into NYTB’s 45th anniversary season.

“New York Theatre Ballet confirms its 
status as an invaluable company.” 

Alastair Macaulay, The New York Times



A note from Artistic Director, 
Steven Melendez

“I came to enjoy a long, international career in classical dance as a fluke of 
luck. I grew up in the South Bronx in the late 1980’s and 90’s in a single 
parent home. I have a Puerto Rican and Afro-Caribbean heritage, but 
beside my appearance, this is not the culture I identify with having 
experienced as a child growing up. I spent my formative years in the 
classical ballet eco-system. When I was 7 years old my family was evicted 
from our home and for all the reasons one might imagine, and many others 
that are inexplicable, we ended up homeless. After some difficult first few 
days we moved into a NYC Homeless Shelter for women and children 
where we stayed for three years. It was in the shelter that I was introduced 
to New York Theatre Ballet and The LIFT Program. In the 30 years since 
then I have come around, full-circle, to lead NYTB as its new Artistic 
Director and am now charged with shepherding the organization, 
professional dance company and ballet academy that gave me a life that I 
would never have dreamed possible.”



“Rarely these days do ballet companies place large bets on 
emerging choreographers, particularly female choreographers. 
Rarely do the East and Left  Coasts of dance acknowledge each 
other’s existence. And rarely do ballet companies take enormous 
musical risks. This season, New York Theatre Ballet has done all 
three, raising the roof at New York Live Arts with a mixed bill that 
defies the rules of dance programming, and that vaunts the 
creations of three young choreographers, two of them women, 
against the work of titans.” 
Carla Escoda, Huffington Post

“The generous breadth of taste shown by New York Theater Ballet 
with its Signatures series is good for New York’s whole dance 
scene. ….. Larger than the excellence of any one work here, which 
is saying much, was the stylistic diversity of the program.”  
Alastair Macaulay, The New York Times 

“Amid the popular trend of commercial schlock for children,  New 
York theatre Ballet’s intelligent, imaginative storybook ballets shine 
all the more brightly.” 
The New Yorker



“A miniature American treasure.” 
Dance Magazine 

“New York Theater Ballet is producing new works as 
good as – and often better than – its bigger siblings.”  
Brian Seibert, The New York Times 

“They are that good. Better than good, they are wonderful, and 
New York City is extremely fortunate to have this small, and yet 
important, ballet organization that presents major works we do not 
see often enough and gives us lost jewels. . .”  
Holly Kerr, Broadway Dance World
 

“The program turned out to be one of those shows 
that are so good they seem worth the price of the 
entire series of five attractions.”  
The Sacramento Bee



Septet Jerome Robbins

Dark Elegies Antony Tudor

Short Memory Pam Tanowitz

Mamborama James Whiteside

Toulouse’s Dreams Art Bridgman + Myrna Packer

Mazurkas José Limón

Song Before Spring Steven Melendez + ZJ Fang

World Premiere Arthur Aviles

Garden of Villandry Martha Clarke

Carousel Agnes de Mille

NYTB Repertory 2022-2023 
Legends & Visionaries



The Alice-in-Wonderland Follies

The Nutcracker

Sleeping Beauty

Carnival of the Animals

Little Improvisations

NYTB Repertory 2022-2023 
Once Upon a Ballet 
One-hour ballets, perfect for ages 3 and up



New Work 
Letters To My Father 
The Letters To My Father project is Steven Melendez’s first major artistic 
undertaking. It is a multi-year, multi-disciplinary commission of new 
dance works all on the theme of male artists “writing” letters to 
their fathers. Over the next three seasons NYTB will premiere new works 
built as collaborations between dance maker and composer (or writer, or 
filmmaker, or digital artist) to tell the varied stories of the 
relationships between sons and fathers. Through Between The Acts 
events, audiences will have the opportunity to witness the process of 
creation, meet the artists, and become invested in the work even before 
the curtain rises on opening night. As our society tackles questions of 
abortion rights, the mass-incarceration of black men, and the rapidly 
evolving stigmas and stereotypes boys and men in dance and the arts 
face, this kind of project creates new dances about people that people 
need to hear now. These dances are relatable to the contemporary 
public because they are contemporary stories, and it is the kind of 
programming that begins to create accessibility for new-to-dance 
audiences.



Between The Acts 
Community Engagement + Outreach  
BTA is designed to cultivate the next generation 
of concert dance audiences and to develop the 
next generation of dance aficionados through a 
series of dance appreciation events. BTA events 
include social media educational videos, eBlast 
essays, intermission or pre/post performance 
discussions, “TED-talk” style conversations, meet 
the artist gatherings or open rehearsals, all geared 
toward contextualizing historical dance works, 
commenting on the process of creating new 
works, anecdotal fare, and introductions to the 
artists. BTA is designed to remove cultural and 
intellectual barriers for new-to-dance audiences. 
This kind of engagement will begin to re-brand 
classical concert dance away from being an 
“elitist” activity and will open doors for people of 
varied backgrounds.



LIFT Program 
Homeless shelters may seem like an unlikely place to discover classical 
ballet dancers, but that’s exactly what NYTB’s LIFT program has been 
doing for the past 30 years. Offering scholarships for homeless, home 
insecure and at-risk children. LIFT exposes children to the beauty and 
discipline of ballet, often for the first time, they never knew they had. 
LIFT includes a year-round study program, based on auditions, for up 
to 30 children. Dancers are enrolled for 1-5 classes per week, all given 
partial or full scholarship assistance, and other supporting help 
(clothing, medical care, field trips, and mentoring).  

LIFT DOCUMENTARY 
NYTB’s LIFT Program is the subject of a feature-length documentary by 
Academy Award nominated filmmaker David Petersen which premiered 
at the Tribeca Film Festival and will be released nationwide in 2023. 



NYTB School 
Purity of Line, Simplicity of Style 
NYTB school was founded by Diana Byer in 1978 as the official 
training school of New York Theatre Ballet. The school teaches dance 
as a total art form, developing strong technical skill and discipline. 
Following the Cecchetti syllabus, classes emphasize music, 
theatricality, gesture and style. For the advanced and professional 
level student, classes in modern, theater dance, pointe, variations and 
repertory round out the training curriculum. Well-trained Cecchetti 
dancers have purity of line and simplicity of style which enables them 
to take their place in dance companies throughout the world. The 
School provides teaching assistants in every class. Small class size 
guarantees highly individualized instruction. For qualified students, the 
school’s unique relationship with the Company provides performing 
experience throughout the year in ballets featuring roles for children.



Students of The NYTB School  
have appeared professionally with: 

• New York City Ballet 
• The Lion King 
• School of Rock 
• Billy Elliot 
• South Pacific 
• Carnegie Hall Pops 
• Signature Theatre 
• Manhattan Theatre Club 
• Metropolitan Opera House 
• Theatre for a New City 
• The Public Theater  
• Cherry Lane Theatre 
• New York City Center’s Fall for Dance



NYTB on Tour 2022-2023 

• Lensic Performing Arts Center, Santa Fe, NM 
• Colonial Theatre, Keene, NH 
• Florence Gould Hall, New York, NY 
• Brookfield Place, New York, NY 
• The Egg, Albany, NY 
• Tarrytown Music Hall, Tarrytown, NY 
• Keihin Auditorium - Edgecombe Community College, Tarboro, NC 

Engaged Audiences 

• NYTB live performances reach 20,000 audience members in cities 
across America each year. 

• NYTB social media channels have over 16,000 followers, who are 
highly active in sharing NYTB’s latest news and content. 

• NYTB dancers, who act as brand ambassadors, have over 22,000 
followers.



30 Hours with NYTB* 

THURSDAY 
08:00 AM Load-In 
04:00 PM Master Class for local dancers 
06:30 PM Between The Acts Pre-Show Talk Back with the Artistic Director  
08:00 PM Legends & Visionaries Repertory Show 

Post-Show Q+A with the dancers 

FRIDAY 
11:00 AM Once Upon A Ballet for invited School Children 

→ five weeks before arrival public school teachers receive a STEM-based lesson plan 

02:00 PM Load-Out 

*an example, NYTB prides itself on being nimble. There are many ways we can build community 
while on the road. 

• NYTB can mount a performance with as little as 8 hours from walking in the door to curtain up 

• NYTB sets typically travel in one 15-foot box truck •  

• Local crew: 

→ 6 stagehands to load-in and set-up (8 hours)  

→ 3 stagehands to run show (2 hours)  

→ 6 stagehands to load-out (2 hours) 
→ 1 wardrobe person during load-in and set-up (company supplies steamers) 



For more information please contact: 
Steven Melendez 
SMelendez@nytb.org 
917.488.2110

Thank you!

mailto:SMelendez@nytb.org

